

























| CP THE Editor-bas the pleafure of informing his 

Readers, that the wifdom of our prcent Legiflature has RESTORED the LIB- 

ERTY of the PRESS in this Commonwealth to its original and Conftitutional 

of FRE M ! Heaven grant, that this Bulwark of our Privileges may now rea 
Ae main free from Shackles until time fhall be no more ! 

That old Pusticx Sexvant, the MASSACHUSETTS SPY, which hag 

. beth fettered for above two years paft, will foon make its publick appearance a- 

» OF gain, and take the place of the Worcester Macazine. 
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Te , WORCESTER, ( Mafachuetis) Printed by I. THOMAS, by whom Subfcrip- 
ois tions, Effays, &c. &c. for this Work are taken in, 
ont [Price Nine Surtcinas per arnum.—Six Pence fingle.} 
J in ee 
acre ’ 
da AS THE Editor has this week finifhed the publication 
yan of the Debates in the Convention of this Commonwealth on a truly important and 
hich tnterefling queftion : His redders, he doubts not, have received fome fatisfiaction 
dd’: and entertainment, and will allow that impartiality has confpicuoufly marked the 
lead tomprler’s pen. His readers may be affured, that in this, and in every controver= 
out 


Sy that may come before the publick, he will continue religioufly to maintain, *o the 








pe utmmoft of his power, the Freedom of the Prefs : and decent wrtters on any fade of 
be a queftion never fhall have an opportunity of faying, their opinions cannot be 
and commumicated to the publick through the channel of this Prefs, which frall be evr 
heir open to ALL parts, while conducied by , I. THOMAS. 
our ; This day publifhed, price feuen fhillings, bound and Izttered, 
1 ' THE 
oft, . é OH 
t “ 

ws | Royal Standard Englifh Dictionary. 
t ad ‘In which the Words are not only rationally Divided into Syllables, accurately Accented, 
of their Part of Speech properly diftinguifhed, an: thcir various Significations arranged in ont 
h Line; but likewife, by a Key to this Work, comprifing the various Sounds of the Vowels 

to and Confonants, denoted by Typographical Characters, and illuftrated by Examples, which 
the rendef it intelligible‘to the weakeit Capacity, it exhibits theirtruc Pronunciation, accord- 
ion, ing to the prefent Praétice of Men of Letters, eminent Qrators, and polite Speakers, 
e to Tpon a Plan perfeétly Plain, and entirely New. To which is prefixed, a compre- 
on- henfive Grammar of the Englith Languages To the whole is added, the Scripture proper 
| Names in the Old and New Teftaments, Names of the principal Cities, Rivers, Mounjains, 
mend &c. in the known World: Alfo, the Ancient and Modern Poets, Philofophers and Sratef- 
: men, &c. with their proper Pronunciation pointed out. 

By WILELFAM PERRY. ) 
Le@tureron the Englith Language in the Academy at Edinburgh, Author of The Only Sure 

the r Guide to -* English Tongue, The Man of Bufinefs, The Orator, &c. Sc. 
the The Firt AMERICAN Edition. 
ing Carefully Revifediand Corretted, from the Fourth Britith Edition. 
gan ’ S 
"he Dedicatedto the American Academp of Arts and Sciences, 
ee Printed at WORCESTER, Maffacbufetts, by and for ISAIAH THOMAS, and fold at 


his Bookftore. 
I> Subleribers may be furnished with Books. 
































BENJAMIN BUTMAN, 
qt a Be oe aS 


NFORMS the Publick that he carries on the TAILOR’s BUSINESS, oppofite 
the CourTHOUSE in WORCESTER. Gentlemen difpofed to favour him 
with their cuftom, may depend upon being ferved with fidelity and difpatch, and 
having their work performed in the neateft and moft fathionable manner, upon reaf- 
onable terms. 


N. B. WANTED a BOY as an APPRENTICE to faid 


Bufinefs, from ten to fourteen years of age. March, 1783. 





To be SOLD, at PUBLICK VENDUE, in purfuance of an Order of the Court 
Common Pleas, on Tuefday the 29th day of April next, at 10. 0°clock, A. M. ont 
Premifes, 


W O thirds of the REAL ESTATE of 
Capt. ADAM MAYNARD, late of Paxton, in the 
County of Worcefter, deceafed, (with the Reverfion of the Wid- 
ow’s Dower) confitting of about 90 acres of Pafture, Mowing, 
and Tillage LAND, with a Houfe, Barn, and other Out 
Buildings thereon, lying half a mile from Paxton Merting- 
= houfe, on the road leading from faid Meetinghoufe to Worcef- 
ter, very pleafantly fituated. Alfo eighteen acres of WOODLAND, in HoLpen, 
lying near Bumfkit Pond. Alfo, about eighteen acres of PASTURE LAND, 
in faid Paxton, on Turkey Hill fo called ; together with a number of FARMING 
UTENSILS. For further ee of Bod yo ygt living in faid 
Paxton. ZERUIAH M ARD, ah 
Paxton, 24th March, 1788. ABS, RUSSELL, } AdminiArators. 


ALEXANDER MURRAY, 
MASON and BRICKLAYER, from SCOTLAND, 


NFORMS the publick that he has removed from Boston to WORCESTER, 








next door to the Store of Doétor EL1)an Dix.—He will execute all kinds of ~ 


Mafonry, viz. Stone Work, Bricklaying, Plaiftering, Tiling, Paving, &c. in the 
beft manner, on the moft reafonable terms. Thofe gentlemen who are fo kind as 
toemploy him, may depend upon having their work well executed. 

Worcefler, March 28, 1788. 


' A HUSBANDMAN wanted. 
We a faithful good HUSBANMDAN, to take 


care of alarge FARM. Enquire of the Printer. 








CHILDREN'’s BOOKS. 


This day publifhed, price 15. 2d. bound and gilt, ornamented with twenty eight well 
exgraved Cuts, 


cera of a PEGTOP. By the Author of the Ad- 


ventures of a Pincufhion. 


Tbofe Trifles that amuje in life, | Since Reafon in this lighter dreft 


‘ Promote a higher end, With Pleafure we atiend. 
Printed at WORCESTER, by I. ak were = and fold, wholefale and retail, at his 
ookftore. 








eh a en 
This day publifbed, price 15. 2d, bound and gilt, ornamented with thirty feven well 
engraved Cuts, ' 
HE Adventures of a PINCUSHION. Defigned 
chiefly for the Ufe of Young LADIES. 
Imagination here fupplies, And by ber magick powers difpenfe, 
What Nature's ‘dave hand denies, | To meaneft objes, thought and pn 
Printed at WORCESTER, Majfachujetts, by ISAIAH THOMAS, and fold 
wholefale and setail, "this Bookie, ~ 7 
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Proceedings of Maffachu/etts State Convention. 
[Continued from our laf, and concluded.) 





WEDNESDAY, 
T HE Conftitution at large being under 


confideration. 

ev. Mr, Stitiman. Mr. Prefident--- 
I rife, with deference to gentlemen of fupe- 
Yiour abilities, to give my 2 por on the 
prefent all important national quettion, and 
the reafons on which it is founded---An o- 
pinion the fefult of the moft {ferious delibe- 
ration. 

Upon entering the Convention it was my 
full determination, to keep my mind cool 
and open to conviction, that fo i might pro- 
fit by the difcufficn of this interefiing fubs 
jet. A@! now, Sir, return my fincereft 
thanks to the gentlemen who have taken op- 

fice fides inthe courfe of the debates. 

rom both I have received advantage : from 
one clafs in bringing forward a great variety 
of objeétions ; Bos the other clafs in an- 
twering them. Whatever my previous opin- 
ion was, I now ftand on firmer ground than 
ever refpecting the propofed Conititution. 

But my prefent fitweatian, Sir, isto me ex- 
tremely affecting. To be called by the 
voice of my fellow citizens to give my vote 

Sor, or againft a Congitution of government, 
that will invclve the happinefs or mifery of 
millions of my countrymen, is of fo folemn 
a nature as to have occafioned the moft pain- 
ful anxiety. 

I have no intereft to influence me to ac- 
cept this Conftitution of government, dif- 
tinét from the intereft of my countrymen at 
jarge. We are al! embarked in one bottom, 
and muft fink or fwim together. 

Befides, Sir, Heaven has fixed me in a 
line of duty, that pteciudes every profpect of 
the honours andthe emoluments of office. 
Let who will govern, I mutt obey. Nor 
would I exchange the pulpit, for the higheft 
honours my country can confer. I too have 
perfonal liberties to fecure, as dear to me as 
apy gentleman in the Convention, and as 
numerous a family, probably, to engage my 
attention. Befides which, 1 ftand here, 
with my very honourable culleagues, as a re- 
prefentative of the citizens of this great me- 
tropolis, who have been pieafed to honuur 
me with their confidence : en heaour, in my 
view, unfpeakably greater than a peerage or 
a penfion. 

"She abfolute deficiency of the articles of 
Confsderatica, is a'lawed by ali. Nor have 


A. M. 


I feen any publication that places this fub- 
je@ in focorvincing a point of light, asa 
letter written by his Excellency Governour 
RanpDotrny which has appeared in feveral 
of our newfpapers ; whom the rather in- 
troduce on this occafion, becaufe he was a 
delegate in the late federal Convention, re- 
fufed to fign the Conftitution before us, and 
has been twice mentioned by gentlemen in 
the oppofition. His candour, apparent in 
the letter referred to, does him honour, and 
merits the efteem of every candid mind. [ 
declare, Sir, I revere his character, while ! 
difter from him in opinion. 

** Before my departure for the (fevera!) 
Convention, fays he, I believed that -the 
Confederation was not fo eminently defec- 
tiveas it had been fuppofed. But after i 
had entered into a free converfation with 
thofe wiio were bef informed of the condi- 
tion and intereft of each State; after I had 
compared the intelligence derived from them, 
with the properties that ought to charaéter- 
ic the government of our union, I became 
perfuaded, that the Confederation was detti- 
tute of ewery energy which a Conftitution of 
the United States ought to poflefs.”” And 
after he had in a mott mafterly manner prov- 
ed its inefficiency, he adds, ** But now, Sir, 
permit me to declare, thatin my humble 
udgment, the powers, by which alone the 
bret ings of a general government can be ac 
comphihed, cannot be interwoven in the 
Confederation, without a change of its erry 
effence; or in other words, that the Confece- 
ration sufi betbrownefide.”’ Having ftated hig 
objeEtions to it, he proceeds thus, ** My in- 
ference from thefe tacts and printiples is, 
that the new powers muft be depofited in a 
new body, growing outof the confol'dation 
of the union, as faras the circumi{tances of 
the States will aliow.”” Thus fully and 
candidly does this gentleman infift on the 
abfelute neceffity of a new Conftitu:ion of 

enera] government, at the very time that 
he objected to the, prefent form; and con- 
cludes his letter with thefe memorable 
words, which I mot heartily with may make 
a deep impreflion on the mind of every gen- 
tleman in the oppofition---"*} hefitate not 
to fay, that the moft fervent prayer of mv 
foul 1s, the ettablithment of a firm, energe- 
tick government---that the Mok invetcrais 


February 6, 1788. 
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curfe that can befal us is, a diflolution of the 
union ; and that the prefext moment, if fuf- 
fered to pafs away unemployed, can NEVER 
be recalled.---I fhall therefore cling to the 
union as the rock of our falvation, and urge 
Virginia to finifh the falutary work which the 
hath begun.--- And if after our beft efforts 
for amendments, th¢y cannot be obtained, 
I feruple not to declare, (notwithftanding 
the advantage the declaration may give to 
the enemies of my propofal) that I will as ar 
individual citizen, accept the Cenftitution.”” 
~--I paufe, Sir---that every gentleman 
refent may have time to indulge thofe feel- 
ings, which thefe excellent — muft 
oceafion. May that God who has the hears 
of all men under his controul, infpire every 
member of this Convention with a fimilar 
difpofition! Then fhall we lay afide every 
oppofite intereft, and unite, as a band of 
brothers, in the ratification of this Confti- 

tution of national government. 

Fheh, Sir, will your terms of conciliation 
be attended to with gratitude and candour. 
Your Excellency, deprefied with bodily in- 
firmity, and exercifed with fevere pain, has 
ftepped forth at the critical moment, and 
from the benevolence of your heart,prefented 
us with a number of propofed amendments, 
in order, if poffible, to quiet the minds of 
the gentlemen in the oppofition, and bring 
us together in amity and peace. Amend- 
ments which you, Sir, declare you do not 
think neceflary, except for the fole purpofe 
of uniting us in acommon, and moft impor- 
tant caule. 

But what has been the confequence of 
your ExcelJency’s conciliatory propofitions ? 
~—Jealoufy, jealoufy, Sir, that there was a 
fnake in the grafs; a fecret intention to de- 
ceive! I thudder at the ungenerous fuggef- 
tion; nor will I dwell a moment longer on 
the diftreffing idea. Be banifhed forever 
the groundlefs fufpicion of him whofe name 
ftands foremoft in the lift of American pa- 
triots !—Let love and harmony prevail. 

The important hour is juft arrived, when 
the die will be caft, that will in a great mea- 
fure determine the fate of this Common- 
wealth, and have a mighty influence on the 

eneral intereft of theunion. For from the 

eft information I have been able to collec 
from gentiemen of obfervation, and of un- 
doubted veracity, there is the greateft rea- 
fon to fear, that the reje€tion of this Con- 
ftitution, will be followed with anarchy and 
confufion. 

‘The Convention I doubt not will bear with 
me while Itake a general viewof the Con- 
ftitution before us. 

From all that has been faid on the fubje&t 
of biennial eletions, it is my decided opin- 
jon,that two years in the general government 
will not be in proportion to one year in the 
local governments; becaufe in the former, 
the objets of government will be great, nue 
merous and extenfive; in the latter, com- 
paratively {mall and limitted.—The general 
government involves all the States now in 
the union=all fuch as fhall in futare ac- 
cede to iteeall foreign nations with whom 
we now are, or hereafter fhall be in alliance 
“an extenfive and growing Commerc@=ewar 
and peace, Sic. dee 


ichas been faid, that this i¢ a ftride to. 


ward —— elections, or perpetuity in 


olfice--I anfwer, the Conftitution itfelf is to 
be the rule: That declares, that “* reprefen- 
tatives fhall be chofen every fecond year by 
the people of the feveral States.”” Eleétions 
then of reprefentatives, muft be every fecond 
year, nor can they be otherwife, without a 
dire&t violation of the Conftitution. The 
men who thal] be wicked enough to do this, 
would not be reftrained, had the cleétions 
been annual ; it being equally eafy to vio- 
late the Conftitution in the one cafe as in 
theother. Elections, indeed, ought to be fo 
frequent as to make the reprefentatives feel 
that they are dependent on, and amenable 
to the people. The difference then between 
annual and biennial elections is {mall ; and 
in either cafe will anfwer the end juft men- 
tioned. 

The powers that are granted to Congrefs 
by this inftrument are great and extenfive ; 
but, Sir, they are defined and limitted, and 
in my judgment fufficiently checked; which 
I fhall prove before I fitdown. Thefe pow- 
ers have been the fubjeét of long and inge- 
nious debate. But the arguments that have 
been made ufe of againft delegating thefe 
powers to the general government, prove 
too much, being applicable to all delegated 
power, I mean the pofible abufe of it. The 
very term government, implies a fupreme, 
controlling power fomewhere ; a power to co- 
erce, whenever coercion fhall be neceflary : 
Of which neceffity government myft be the 
judge. Thisis admitted ; if fo, the power may 
be abufed. Every gentleman muft confefs thar 
we Cannot give a power to do good, but it may 
be abufed todoevil. Ifamerchant commits 
the care of a fhip and cargo to the mafter, 
he may difpofe of both, and appropriate the 
money to his own ufe. If we raife a body 
of men, aud put arms into their hands for 
our defence, they may turn them againft us 
and deftroy us. Alfthefe things prove, how- 
ever, that in order tc guard as much as pof- 
fible, againft the abufe of thofe powers we 
delegate to government, there ought to be 
fufficient checks to them; every precaution 
fhould be ufed, to fecure the liberties of the 
peopie on the one hand, and not render gov- 
ernment inefficient on the other. I believe, 
Sir, fuch fecurity is provided in this Contti- 
tution: If not, no confideration thall induce 
me to give my voice in its favour. But the 
people are fecured by the following circum- 
ftances : 

ift, All the offices in Cengrefs are eleFive, 
not hereditary. The prefident and fenators 
are to be chofen by the interpofition of the 
legiflatures of the feveral States; who are 
the reprefentatives and guardians of the peo- 
ple; whofe honour and intere& will fe d 
them, in all human probability, to have 
good men placed in the genera! government. 

The reprefentatives in Congrefs are to be 
chofen every fecond year by the people in the 
feveral States. Confequently it lies with 
the people themfelves to fay, who fhall re- 
prefent them. It will then be their own 
faultif they do not chufe the beft men in 
the Commonwealth. 

Who are Congrefs then? They are our- 
fcives; The men of owr own choice, in 
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whom we can confide ; whofe intereft is in- 
feparably connected with ourown. Wh 
it is then, that gentlemen {peak of Congrefs 
as fome foreign body ; as a fet of men who 
will feek every opportunity to enflave us? 
Such infinuations are repugnant to the fpi- 
rit of the Conftitution. 
. But a worthy gentleman from Middlebo- 
rough has told us, that though they may be 
good men when chofen, they may become 
cerrupt. They may fo; nor is it in the 
power of angels or men to prevent it; but 
thould this be the cafe, the Conftitution has 
made provifion for fuch anevent. When 
it happens, we fhall know what method 
to adopt, in order to bring them to punith- 
ment. 
In all governments where officers are e- 
leétive, there ever has been and there ever 
will be a competition of interes. They who 
are in office with to keep in, and they who 
are out, to get in: The probable confe- 
quence of which will be, that they who are 
already in place, will be attentive to the 
rights of the people, becaufe they know that 
they are dependent on them for a future e- 
le&tion, which can be fecured by good be- 
haviour only. Befides, they who are out of 
office will watch them who are in with a 
moft critical eye, in order to difcover and 
expofe their malcondu, if guilty of any, 
that fo they may ttep intotheir places. E-~- 
very gentleman knows the influence, that a 
defire to obtain a place, or the fear of lof- 
ing it hath on mankind. Mr. Burgh tells 
"38, that towards the clofe of the feven ycars, 
for which the reprefentatives are chofen in 
the Britith parliament, they become exceed - 
ingly polite to thepeople : Why ? Becaufe they 
know there is an approaching eleCtion de- 
pending. This competition of intereft 
therefore between thoie perfons who are in 
and thofe who are out of office, wil) ever 
form one important check to the abufe of 
power inourreprefentatives. 
3d. Every two years there will be a revo- 
lution in the general government, in favour 
of the people. At the expiration of the firft 
two years there will be a new choice of re- 
prefentatives—at the expiration of the fe- 
cond two years, there will be a new choice 
of prefident and reprefentatives—and at .the 
expiration of the third term,making fix years 
from the commencement of the Congrefs, 
there will be a new choice of fenators and 
reprefentatives. We all know, Sir, that 
power thus frequently reverting to the peo- 
ple, will. prove a fecurity to their liberties 
and a moft important check to the power of 
the genera! government. : 
4th. Congrefs can make no laws that will 
opprefs the people, which will not coually 
involve themfelves in the oppreffion. What 
Mible motive then can Congrefs have toa- 
ufe their power? Cam any man fuppofe 
that they will be fo loft to their own intereft, 
as to abufe their power, sarweye 3 at the fame 
time that they equally involve themfelves in 
the difficulty ? It isa moft improbable fuppo- 
fition. ‘This would be like a man’s cutting 
of his nofe to fpite his face. 1 place this, 
Sir, among the fecurities of the liberties of 
my fellow citizens, and rejoice in it. j 
sth. Congres gaurantee to every ocate in 
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the union a republicen form of government, 
and a e to protect them againft ali for- 
eign and domeftick enemies--that is, as it 
hath been jattly obferved by the hon. gen- 
tleman (Mr. Adams) near me, of known 
and tried abilities as a politician, each State 
fhall chufe fuch republican form of govern- 
ment as they pleafe, and Congrefs folemnly 
engage themfelves to protect it from every 
kind of violence, whether of faétion at home 
or enemies abroad. is is an admirable 
fecurity of the people at large, as well as of 
the feveral governments of the States; con- 
fequently the general government cannot 
fwallow up the local governments, as fome 
gentlemen have fuggeited. Their exiftence 
is dependent on each other, and muft ftand 
or fall together. Should Congrefs ever at~- 
tempt the deftruction of the particular le- 
giflatures, they would be in the fame predic 
ament with Samfon, who overthew the houfe 
in which the Philiftines were making {port 
at his expenfe; them he killed indeed, but 
he buried himfelf in the ruins. 

6th. Another check in favour of the peo- 
ple is thiseeThat the Conititution provides 
for the impeachment, trial and punifhment 
£ every officer in Congrefs, who fhall be 
guilty of malcondu&t. With fuch a prof- 
pect, who will dare to abuie the powers veit- 
ed in him by the people ? 

7th. Having thus confidered feveral of 
the checks to the powers of Congrefs, which 
are interwoven with the Conftitution, we 
will now fuppofe the worft that can take 
place in confeyuence of its adoption; I 
mean, that it fall be founc ih fome of its 
parts oppreflive to the people; ftill we have 
this dernier refort, it may be amended. Itis 
not like the !aws of the Medes and Perfians, 
immutable. The sth art. provides for a- 
mendments. 

It has been faid,it will be difficult after 
its ratification to procure any alterations. 
By no means, Sir~—for this weighty reafon— 
itis a general government; and as fuch 
will have a general influence ; all the States 
in the union will feel the difficulty, and 
feeling it will readily concur in adopting the 
method provided by the Conftitution. And 
having once made the trial, experience will 
teach us what amendments are neceflary. 

Viewing the Conftitution in this light, I 
ftand ready to give my vote for it without 
any amendmentsatall. Yet, if the amend- 
ments propofed by your Excellency will tend 
to conciliation, I readily admit them, not as 
a condition of acceptance, but as a matter of 
recommendation only ; knowing that, Blefed 
are the peace makers.—I am ready, Sir, to 
fubmit my life, my liberty, my family, “oy 

Yroperry, and as far as my vote wili go, t..¢ 
interefts of my conftitucnts, to this general 
government. 

After all, if this Conftitution was as per- 
feét as the facred volume is, it would not 
fecure the liberties of the peoples unlefs they 
watch their own liberties. Nothing writ- 
ten on paper will do this. It is therefore 
neceflary that the people ffiould keep a 
watchful, not an over jealous eye on their 
rulers; and that they fhould give all due en- 
couragement to our colleges, fchools of 
learning, dec. that fo knowledge may be 





















































































































sat eernegper meine 


ae b. 


- Qa ee ate 


334 


aiffuied through every pe of our country. 
Ignorance and flavery, knowledge and free- 
dom, are infeparably connefted. While A- 
mericans remain in their prefent enlighten- 
ed cogdition, and warmly attached to the 
caufe of liberty, they cannot be enflaved. 
Should the general government become fo 
‘Noft to all fenfe of honour and the freedom 
of the people, as to attempt to enflavethem, 
they who are the defcendants of a race of, 
men, who have dethroned kings, would 
make an American Congrefs tremble, ftrip 
them of their publick honours, and reduce 
them to the loweft ftate of degradation. 


P. M. 

The Hon. Mr. Turner opened the de- 
bate, and in a nervous and animated fpeech 
went into a furvey of the defects of the 
Confederation, and a confideration of the 
unhappy confequences which muft refult 
from the rejection of the propofed Conftitu- 
tion—and faid, that from the probability of 
the amendments propofed by the prefident, 
being engrafted on the Conftitution—he 
withdrew his oppofition to it, and thould 
vote in favour of its adoption. 

Capt. SouTuwortn {poke a fhort time 
againit the adoption of the Conftitution— 
but the worthy gentlemen, from indifpofi- 
tion ot body, not being able to complete his 
fpeech, we cannot give itto the publick. 

Mr. Symmes. Mr. Prefident, I hope, 
Sir, the Convention will indulge me with a 
few words, and I promife them] wil! nat de- 
tain them long. It may be known to your 
Excellency, that I have heretofore had the 
honour to addrefs the Convention in oppa- 
fition to a certain paragraph in the Confti- 
tution. That f2ét isthe fole occafion of my 
craving a turn tobe heard again. 

Sir, it never was my opinion that we 
ought entircly to abandon this Conftitution, 
J thought it had great defects, and 1 ftill 





. think it by no means free from blemithes ; 


but I ever expected the worit confequences 
to follow a tcta/ reteCtion of it. I always in- 
tendeJ to urge amendments, and was jn 
hores that the wifdom of this aflembly' 
would deviie 2 method to fecure their 
adoption. Therefore, when your Excel- 
Jency came forward, a3 well became your 
high office, in the chara¢ter of a mediator, 
a ray of hope fhonein upon the gloom that 
overtpread my heart—cof hope, that wes 
Should fil] be united in the grand decificn ! 
Sir, a mortal hatred, a decdly oppofition, 
can be deferved by no government but the 
tyranny of hell, and peice a few fimilar 
torms on earth. A government of that 
complexion, in the prefent enlightened age 
could never enter the heart of man 3 and if 
3t could, and impudence enough were found 
to prope}: ity nay if it thould be acccepted, 
J aiirm, Six, that in America, it would ne- 
ver operate a moment. J fhould glory in 
debating on my grounds for this aflertion— 
bur whe will dare to queftion the truth of it ? 
Mr. Prefident, fo amply have been the 
arguments drawn from our national diftrefs, 
the weaknefs of the prefeat confideration, 
the dangerof initane difunion, and perhaps 
fome cther tepicks not included in thefe, 
that 2 man met be obMinare indeed to fay 


at this period, that a new govérnmient ie 
needlefs. One is propofed. Shall we re- 
je@t it totally, or thall we amend it ?—Let 
any Man cole or perufe the debates in 
this aflembly—and I venture to fay he thall 
not be a moment, if he loves his country, in 
making his eleCtion. He would contem- 
plate the idea of reje€tion with horrour and 
deteftation. But, Sir, it has been alledged 
that the neceflary amendments cannot be 
obtained in the way your Excellency has 
Pgs This matter has been largely de- 

ated. I beg a moment to confider it. 
Our committee, Sir, were pretty well agreed 
on the amendments neceflary to be made, 
and in their report it appears that thefe a- 
mendments are equally beneficial td all the 
citizens of America. There is nothing lo- 
calinthem. Shall we then totally reje& 
the Conftitution, becaufe we are only m- 
rally certain that they will be adopted ? 
Shall we chufe certain mifery in one way, 
when we have the beft human profpe€@ of 
enjoying our moft fanguine wifhes in ano- 
ther ?—God forbid ! 

But, Sir, a great deal has been faid about 
the amendments. Here again I refer to the 
debates. Such has been faid to have been 
the paft prevalence of the northern States in 
Congrefs, the famenefs of intereft in a ma- 

jority of the States, and their neceffary ad- 

efion to each other, that 1 think there can 
be no reafonable doubt of the fuccefs of any 
amendments propofed by Mafiachufetts.— 
Sir, we have, we do, and we fall ina great 
meafcre give birth to all events, and hold 
the balance, among the United States. 

The hon. gentleman, my refpected friend 
from Scituate, has fo fully entered ineo the 
expediency of ratifying the Conftitution 
vpon the bafis of the report—and fo ably 
ftated the unanfwerable reafons he finds for 

iving his fanction to it, notwithtanding 

fis former different opinion—that I may 
decently wave a tafk, ] could not half fe weil 
perform. 

Upon the whole Mr. Prefident, approving 
the amendments, and firm'y believing that 
they will be adoptedeI recall my former 
rn fuch as is it was, to this Confti- 
tution, and fhall, efpecially aes the amend- 
miGrits are to be a fending inftruétion to our 
delégates until they are obtaincd—give it my 
unreférved affent. 

In fo doing, J ftand- acquitted to my own 
Goafcience-I hope and truft] fhail tomy 
conftituents, and { laying bis band on bis 
brzaft} 1 know I fhail before my God. 

‘The time agreed upon for aotig the quef- 
tion being arrived, and the fame being called 
So from every quarter, 

is Excellency the PRESIDEN T, rofe 
and addrefled the Hon. Convention, as fol- 
lows: 

GENTLEMEN, 

Bejing now called upon to bring the fub. 
je&t under debate to a decifion, by bringing 
forward the quettion—I beg your indulgence 
to clofe the bufinefs with a few words, 1 
am happy that my health has been fo far 
relieve, that J am rendered able to meet 
my fellow citizens, as reprefented in this 
Convention. 1 fhould have confidered it as 
ont of the moft diftreffing misfortunes of 
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my Tife, to be deprived of giving my aid and 
Supportto a fyftem, which if amended (as I 
feel affured it will be) according to your pro- 

fals, cannot fail to give the people of the 

nited States, a greater degree of political 
treedom, and eventually as much national 
dignity, as falls to the lot of any nation on 
the earth. I have not fince I had the ho- 
nour to be in this place, faid much on the 
important fubje& before us: All the ideas 
appertaining to the fyftem, as well thofe 
which are againft as for it, have been debated 
upon with fo much learning and ability, that 
the fubje@is quite exhaufted. 

But you will permit me, Gentlenten, to 
clofe the whole with one or two general ob- 
fervations. This I requeft, not expecting 
to throw any new light upon the fubjeét, 
but becaufe it may poffibly prevent uneafi- 
nefs and difcordance, from taking place a- 
mongft us and amongtt our conftituents. 

That a general fyttem of government is in- 
difpenfably neceflary to fave our country 
from ruin is a sme upon all fides.——That 
the one now to be decided upon has its de- 
fects all agree :But when we confider the 
variety of interefts, and the different habits 
of the men it is intended for, it would be 
very fingular to have an entire union of fen- 
timent refpecting it. Were the people of 
the United States to delegate the powers 
propofed to 7 or to men who were not 
dependent on them frequently for elections 
—to men whofe interefts either from rank 
or title, would difter from that of their fel- 
low citizens in common, the tafk of delegat- 
ing authority would be yaftly more difficult ; 
but as the matter now ftands the powers re, 
ferved by the people render them fecure, and 

until they themfelves become corrupt, the 
will always have upright and able rulers, 
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the States, I think that all will agree torchem- 
Suffer me to add that let the queftion be 
decided as it ‘may, there can be no triumph 
on the one fide, or chagrin on the other— 
Should there be a great divifion, every good 
man, every one who loves his country, will 
be fo fac from exhibiting extraordinary 
marks of joy, that he will fincerely lament 
the want of unanimity, and ftrenuoufly en- 
deavour to cultivate a fpirit of coaciliation, 
both in Convention, and at home. The 
people of this Commonwealt!:, are a people 
of great light—of great intelligence in pub- 
lick bufinefs—They know that we have 
none of us an intereft feparate from theirs— 
that it muft be our happinefs to conduce to 
theirs—and that we muft all rife or fall to~ 
gether—They will never, therefore, for- 
take the firft principle of fociety, that of be- 
ing governed by the voice of the majority— 
and thould it be that the propofed torm of 
government fhould be rejected, they will 
zealoufly attempt another.—Should it by 
the vote now to be taken be ratified, they 
will — acquiefce, and where they fee 
a want of perfection in it, endeavour ina 
conftitutional way to have it amended. 

The quettion now before you is fuch as no 
nation on earth, without the limits of Ame- 
rica, have ever had the privilege of deciding 
upon. As the Supreme Ruler of the Uni- 
verfe has feen fit to beftow upon us this glo- 
rious opportunity, let us decide upon it—ap.. 
pealing to him tor the reCtitude of our in- 
tentions=and in humble confidence that he 
will yet continue to blefs and fave our re 

The gucftion was en pata fer accepting tbe 
Propoftion, as fubmitted by the Prefident, and 

amended by the Committee, (for which Jee our 
Magazine for the fecond week in February, ) 
and the yest and nays being taken thereon, there 


give my affent to the Conftitutior in full were, Yeas, 137 
confidence that the amendments propofed Nays, 163 
will foon become a part of the fylem—thefe —_— 
amendments being in no wife local, but cal- Majority, i9 
culated to give fecurity and eafe alike to all 
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Effefual Method to defrop CATERPILLARS upon TREES. 


Dith and throw thereon fome Pinches 
of Brimftune in Powder, place the fame 
under the Branches that are loaded with 
Caterpillars. The Vapour of the Sulphur 


"1 Dia lighted Charcoal in a Chafhng 





which is moral to thefe Infects, will not on- 
ly deitroy all that 2,2 on the Tree, but pre- 
vent it being infeiied by them afterwards— 
A pound of fulphur will clear as many trees 
as grow on feveral acres, 





Forthe WORCESTER MAGAZINE. 
The WORCESTER SPECULATOR. No. XVI. 


HERE is no pofition better atte ted by 

our own obfervation, and the fenti- 
ments of others, than, that life at beft ig 
fhort, and held by a precarioustenure. But 
were our ideas of this ftate of exiftence to be 
colle&ed from the manner in which time is 
expended, we fhould conceive life to be a 
fund which the utmof prodigality could not 
exhaut. 

In performance of duty we fometimes fall 
into extremes ; and gar fuppofed virtue de- 
generates into vices But in regasd to time 
it is fcarcely poffible that we pafs the golden 
mean, and become too parfimonious, 


In the morning of life, fe/f regulates our 
ideas, and inflyences every action, From the 
‘firt moment of confcjoyufnels we commence 
focial beings. Thofe who adminifter to our 
wants, receive the firft tribute of our affec- 
tion, As our ideas are enlarged, we take 
into yiew the {mall circle of our friends and 
domefticks. The fogial affections being che~ 
rifhed, foon become fo ftrengthened, as al- 
moft to er_fe every local and felfith prejudice. 

From members of families we become mem- 

bers of focieties, and citizens of the world. 
In a folitary ftate man is dy far jnferioyr 

to the beat of the fore. Timid and yas 
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armed, he flies to foriety as to his proper ele 
ement. Here he becomes a moral being. 
The dictates of nature, and the obligations 
he is under to fociety for protection and 
happinefs, impel him to make an unfolicited 
return. “Thus a perpetual interchange of 
benefits and obligations, keeps alive the vital 
foark which warms and animates the focial 
body, The mof trifling incident encreafes 
our obligation to fociety, and our moral due 
ties keep pace with our obligations. 

That doétrine is erroneous which teaches 
ws to confider ourfelves merely as candidates 
for another ftate of exiftence. We may thut 
ourfelves in monafteries—exclude the world, 
and be pious towards God: But as we are 
counteracting the defign of our creation, we 
thall be deemed unprofitable fervants. Soe 
ciety is the field forman. Here he can dif- 
play the image of his creator, by his benevo- 
Aence to his fellow men, Here he can in- 
dulge thof: divine affections of the heart, 
@hich extr2é& from the cup of life the bitter 
ingredients. Here he experiences the blifs 
that flows from fympathy, and taftes the 
Sweets of friendthip. 

There are many, I am fenfible, who pro- 
fefs to admire the rude fallies of undifguifed 
mature—who view thofe little acts of civility, 
which are interchanged in the polifhed world, 
as the offspring of an enervated mind, calcu- 
lated to pleaf: a vitiated tafte, and to captie 
wate a fuperficial coxcomb. Such feati- 
ments, thank heaven, can originate in none 
but bigotted minds !—Whoever has been 
converfant in the world, and. read with the 
Jeaft attention the leffons of human nature, 
muft have obferved, that happine(s and mif- 
ery are feldom unparticipated. Our fympa- 
thetick affetions are fo interwoven, that, 
with a pleafing conttraint, our hearts palpi- 
tate with joy atthe profperity of others ; and 
the tale of woe excites a tear of commifera- 
tion. That man would fcarcely deferve a 
name'on the lift of human nature, who would 
wantonly create a momentary anxiety, when 
it is in his power to in®.fe joy and gladaels 
into every countenance, 

Hypocrify, although in general a moft de- 
teftable yice, puts off its deformity and be- 
comes a virtue, when it ferves to conceal from 
publick view whatever might tend to cloud 
the brow with care. To carry funthine in 








the face, when defpair is torturing the foul, 
requires more philofophy than is the common 
fhare of thofe who are made fubordinate to 
the laws of human nature: But he who is 
influenced by benevolence, will endure in 
filence whatever cannot be alleviated by 
communication. 

There are many unavoidable cafualties of 
life, which, from their degree, or from their 
being unexpected, will difcompofe the phi- 
lofophy of the moft rigid ftoick, and oblige 
the moft accamplifhed courtier to withdraw 
the mak, and evidence to the world, that he 
is under the influence of the fame paffions 
which agitate the rude fons of nature, The 
human paffions undepraved are the gentle 
gales which refreth us in the toilfome voyage 
of life. Without them, exiftence would be but 
a torpid calm ; without controul, they would 
prove a tempeft, which would at once thip- 
wreck our feeble bark, or precipitate it into 
the current of a perpetual vortex. Whoe- 
ver pofleiles a happy equanimity, whether he 
receives it from the hand of nature, or the 
transforming hand of education, enjoys a 
greater treafure, than external circumftances, 
however flattering, can afford. Riches, 
health, and honour, cannot adminifter a 
a balm to a difcontented mind. He who 
can view with ferenity the frowns and Aatter- 
ies of fortune, has within him a fource of 
happinefs which the world can neither give 
nor takeaway. If his mind is not employed 
in the contemplation of prefent fcenes, he 
reverts to fome happy incident, which once 
giadened the heart, and enjoys anew the 
egeest » of life. FF misfortunes await him, 

e Confiders them as thecommon lot of hu- 
manity—-that this is a tranfitory ftate—and 
that variety is necefiary to our happinefs. 
Caim and unrvuffied, he colle€&ts fome cheer- 
ing ray even from the moit adverfe calamity. 
If he is deprived of any of his enjoyments, 
inftead of repining at his lofs, he is filled 
with thankfulnefs that in a world fubject to 
fuch variety, they have been fo long conti- 
nued: He reflects with gratitude upon the 
innumerable blediings he ftill enjoys ; of the 
leaft of which he acknowledges hisnfelf to 
be unworthy. He looks abroad among the 
fons of want and wretchednefs, and returns 
fatisfied with his own condition, 
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For the WORCESTER MAGAZINE. 


CHRESTON’s MISCELLANY. No. XX. 
Views of the ancient Grecian Philofophy. 


Lia the Supreme Being, be the firft and 
chief objeét of your adoration, and his 
works both your delight and your unremit- 
ting ftudy : He is the ancient of days, who 
had neither beginning nor birth ; the fource 
of wifgom, power and goodnefs ; who doth 
what he pleafes in heaven, and who by his 
providenses founded on general but unalter- 





able laws, rules and manages the affairs of 
men, Onevery occafion therefore, God is to 
be acknowledged, by the inhabitants of this 
world, whofe wifdom and felicity will confit 
not a little in their uniformly refolving their 
wills into his, as far as it can be learnt, and 
confulting him on every emergency, whether 
ordinary or extraordinary. What fucceeds 
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with you, g@fcribe to the divine agency ; and 
whatfoever it be in which-you fail, cenclude 
it to be for your real intereft upon the whole. 
Be not religious by fits and ftarts, but perfe- 
vere in the practice of piety ; in the amend- 
ing of your heart as well asin the improves 
ment of your underftanding, and in the fub- 
duing of your peffions as well asin the con- 
ciliating of your affections. Remain ailured, 
that the more you ftudy the difpenfations of 
providence the greater will be both your prefent 
enjoyments, arid yourchance of future fame. 

See that the defire of enriching and of a- 
dorning your minds, far exceeds the care you 
take for the beautifying and preferving your 





——_————— 
bodies. That you maydo this with propriee 
ty, firft be at pains juticioufly to afcertain 
the difterence and value of one fromthe oth- 
er. Your foul is a particte of the divine na- 
ture, allied to heaven, fitted for its enjoy< 
ments, aitd conneGed with its inhabitants. 
Your body, on the contrary, fprang from 
earth, is cemented by corruption and natur- 
ally drags to mean purfuits. Prefer the wor- 
thier, efpecially in a cafe of fuch moment to 
yourfelves. He mott deferves the favour of 
God, whe watches the clofeft over and is the 
moft eager to improve, what is deareft to 
bim upon earth, 
[ The fame fubje& to be « ntinueds | 
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The following is a Copy of a MEMOKIAL prejented to the General Affembly of Rhode~ 
ifiand at their laft Seffion, and the Vote of the Ajembly thereon. 
To the General Affembly of the State of Rhodeifland, next to be holden at Prov- 
idence. 
Tbe PETITION and MEMORIAL of the Reprefentatives of the People called Quak- 


ers, in Newengland, being met together in Capacity of a Meeting for Sufferings, 


RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, 
HAT it is not without a real con- 
cern, that we again addrefs you ; 
having lately witnefled your juft and 
favourable interpofition in refpect to the 
iniquitons trade to Africa tor flaves, 
which we as a fociety have for fome time 
confidered as a national evil, tending to 
draw down the divine difpleafure ; but 
being fully perfuaded that the fame 
principle of truth and juftice, together 
with a defire for the prefervation and 
welfare of our fellow citizens in general 
conftrain us, we hope it will not be 
deemed unfeafonable to lay before you 
our concern, and to recommend to your 
ferious confideration the repeal or a- 
mendment of feveral laws of this itate, 
which we apprehend are, in their preient 
operation, not only inconfiftent with the 
principles of juftice and good-govern- 
ment, but alfo with the beft fentiments 
and feelings of your conflituents, and 

our fellow citizens in general. 

As the a& which makes the paper 
currency of this State, in its prefent de- 
preciated vaiue, a tender at par in pay- 
ment of juft debts, has been found ina- 
dequate to any valuable purpofe of fup- 
porting its credit ; whatever laudable in- 
tentions any may have had in promoting 
the faid aét, we appreberd they can no 
Jouger operate for its continuance, which 
now mutt be accompanied with the pain- 
ful feniations arifing from a_profpedt of 
injury to many—perhaps rus to fome 5 
who being incapable, or unwilling to a- 
wail themfelves of like advantages, look 
up to the legiflative body for protegtion 
and redrefs, in affording which we ap- 
prehend your reputation and dignity at 

this time deeply aterefted, 


The aé& which makes void notes and 
book accounts, that are not fettied with- 
in two years from the paffing the fame, 
we alfo apprehend to be of the fame na- 
ture with the other. 

We therefore refpe&tfully entreat your 
candid and ferious attention to the afore- 
faid laws, which we have reafon to be- 
lieve are now confidered as real grievan- 
ces by your conttituents, and if contin- 
ued in force will prove a wide and fatal 
door of injuftice and oppreffion, on the 
one hand, and depravity and corruption 
of morals on the other. And that you 
in wifdom will fee meet to repeal the 
faine, or make fuch amendments as will 
effeCtually prevent the mifchiefs refult- 
ing therefrom. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Reprefen- 
tatives ajorefaid, at a meeting fer 
fufferings, beld at Providence, for 
Newengland, the 25th of the 2d 
month, by 

Tuomas ARNOLD, Clerk. 


In GENERAL ASSEMBLY, February 

Sefton, 3788. 

RESOLVED, That this Petition be, 

and the fame is hereby received, and the 
confideration thereef is referred to the 
next feffion of this Affembly : And the 
Secretary is directed forthwith to caufe 
copies thereof to be printed, and one 
dire&ted to a deputy of each town, to be 
deliveved*to the town clerks of the re- 
fpeétive towns, in order that the fenfe of 
the freemen at large may be taken upon 
the fame. 

Witnels, 

Henry WarD, Secretary, 
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To th FARMERS. 


An effeElual Method to prevent CANKER WORMS afcending APPLE TREES. 


AKE two Boards, and faw them 
hollowing, until they will join to- 
gether round the Tree, fecure them to- 
gether by Pieces nailed on the Upper 
Side—caulk, with fwingling Tow, the, 
Crevices between the Tree and Board 
and to make a Certainty that none 
afsup, puta little Tar on the Under 
vide of the Board, which fhould extend 





near a Foot each way.—It mutt be done 
immediately, ere they begin to afcend. 

Another Method—Take courfe Paper, 
and cut it into Strips of 8 Inches wide, 
and. birid one round each Tree, with 
Twine or ftrong Thread—then pay it 
over well with thin TAR—as faft as the 
Tar dries renew it.The Coft is tif- 
fling, and the Remedy certain. 


Copy of a Letter faid to have been written to General WASHINGTON, by the Widow 
of alate American Officer. 


Moft illuftrious General, 
ARDON a woman in an addrefs 
moft important—very unwilling! 
doth the undertake an epiftle which a 
excite the {ympathy and awaken the man- 
ly virtues of all. 

Several years have now rolled on fince 
the melancholy death of my valued friend 
and hufband your officer. Every day 
employs my refle&tion on his virtues, 
his patriotifm, heroifm, and the impor- 
tant fervices he rendered his diftreffed 
country. 

On the firft hoftilities commencing in 
the late war, he immediately abandoned- 
a peaceable employment, and a confpi- 
cuous flation, where he taught the A- 
merican youth the paths to virtue and 
fcience, and met with the reward of a 
very elegant living. Fired with the i- 
dea of defending his country’s wrongs, 
he equipped himfelf for the war, and 
foon was honoured with a diftinguifhed 
yank in the line of the army—here 
through thickeft dangers, fevereft hard- 
fhips, and the innumerable difficulties 
attendant upon the profeffion of arms, 
he followed and very often led in the 
moft important and hazardous compaigns 
and expeditions—he was the companion, 
aid, and fharer in the fame toils and 

exploits, with the illuftrious Green, the 
heroick de la Fayetie, the valiant Sullivan, 
and partook in the applaufe fo juftly be- 
ftowed upon thofe exalted chiefs by an 
admiring and exulting country. 

By his boldnefs and equal tharing in 
the men are thirftings, heat, cold and 
want of clothing, with his brave fold- 
jers, he quelled their infurre€tions, an- 
smated their difpondings, and led them 
on to glory and conquelt.—Beloved and 
admired by all-—when on a tour of duty 
—a falling tree, cruthed him ‘among its 
boughs—and he winged his flight to the 
place of the reward of virtue-——here e- 


~ 





o 
very face gathered fadnefs, the loweft 
centinel joined with the exalted General 
in the general figh—how, O Wafhing- 
ton | on this occafion, did the idea of th; 
country’s, thy army's hero, thy muc 
valued officer, now dead, {well thy penis 
breaft, and thy compaffion to me, and 
the fatherlefs children of this dear man 
thus untimely fallen—draw the big 
manly tear into thine eye ;—how was 
taught by thy kind, thy pious, and thy 
juft advice to compofe my forrows—to 
heth my cares ;—here I recolleé the 
polite attention of that fon of Mars, the 
noble Stuben, and a long train of heroes 
who had witnefled the virtue and impor- 
tant fervice of my now deceafed com- 
panion and my children’s guide, protec- 
tor and fupport. . 
The grateful and pitying State, voted 
me the rewards promifed by all the 
lighted faith of an invaded and ftrug- 
ing country.—TI retired, to calm my 
forrows, by a double exertion to combat 
the double cares now devolved upon 
me, in the education of the little flock, 
confitting of a fon, who wears the name 
of an exalted perfonage at the head of a 
State ; a little girl, and an infant then at 
my breaft, who bears the name and im- 
age of his father : but how fhall I def- 
cribe the remainder ? O honour, juflice ! 
O my country !—your promifed rewards 
have been violated—your plighted faith 
is proverbial for all that is difhonett— 
when I atk the caufe of an impoverifhed 
country—a people opprefied with taxa- 
tion no government—no revenue, 
and Newyork fwallowing the earnings 
of my kindred, friends and neighbours, 
and depriving them of an equal thare in 
the property of the union, by a partial 
State impoft—neither motives of juftice 
nor generofity can move to the obtain- 
ing my dues, Thus hays I toiled on, 
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from the early period in the war, that 
firft made me the happy wife of a good 
man, fharing with him the diftrefles of 
an ill paid army—cheerfully in winter, 
contenting myfelf with the cold can- 
tonment, and in the fummer in fome 
lonely retirement 5 hoping that a happy 
iffee toa diftrefing war, would have 
reftored me to domeitick happinefs, and I 
might have filled ap the meafure of my 
days in due attention to all the duties 
affigned mein my ftation—but how am 
I foiled in all-~and where my dear Ge- 
neral—where my country, am I toap- 
ply for relief ? Is there no juttice, no 

umanity sn your citizens, no power in 
your rulers ? If fo, pitiful indeed is the 
cafe of the widow and the orphan, Can 
a nation profper under fuch violated faith 
and fuch oppreffion ? How do ye by 
your condué linger tortures more fevere 
than thofe infliSted by barbarousIndians 
upon the lovely Mifs McCrea ? How 
do ye imitate the inhumanity of the ruf- 
fian who deprived eight children (of the 
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family of a clerzymdn) of their mother, 
by firing a ball through her window 
whilf her fucking intant lay at her 
breaft ;—Heffians and Savages would 
have evidenced more honour to the in- 
nocent and defencelefs than you have 
done. 

Is there no remedy, moft illofrious 
Chief—for the long train of ills thos 
brought upon me, and innumerable o- 
thers ? Is there not fome hidden {parks 
of patriotifin or religion that by thy in- 
fluence may be fanned into a flame of 
love for the publick good, that may fi- 
lence the widow's cry, the orphan's 
tears, the moan of the oppreffed, and re- 
ward the labour of the induftrious. 

May Heaven aroufe you, and her o- 
ther virtuous fons, to exertion, and re- 
ward your former toils by giving you 
the exalted pleafure of feeing the happi- 
ne(fs fecured to all, for which fo many 
fought, bled and died, and may you at 
Taft meet the rewards of the brave, the 
generous, and the juft in Heaven. 


mn eT GE LE LAC 
AMERICAN ACADEMY of ARTS and SCIENCES. 





‘T \HE following communications wete 
made at the late meeting of the Ame- 
rican Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

A folution of the following aftronomical 
probiem=»** Having the times,whena circum 
polar ftar paffed the thread of a telefcope above 
and below the Pole, to determine the azy- 
muth of the telefcone, and the times when 
the ftar pafled the meridian.” By Theopbi- 
lus Parpons, E fq. 

Geometrical methods of finding any re- 
quired feries of mean proportionals between 
given extremes. By James Winthrop, Etq. 

Remarks upon the cautes of the lipratioa 
of the earth's axis, praceflion of the equi- 
noxes and the antecedentia of the Poles. By 
Mr. Fa/epb Pope. 

Ghetatoct on the increafe of the equa- 
torial diameter of the earth. By ditto. 

bfervations on the powers of attraction 
andimpulfion. By ditto. ‘ 

Remarks and ftri€tures on the Newtonian 
theory of the tides. By ditto. 

Adeonageghien) deferspeion of, and hill of 
mortality for, the fecond parifh in Wey- 
mouth. By the Rev. Simesa Williams. 

A topographical defcription of, and bills 
of mortality, é&c. for, the town of Wilming- 
ton. By the Rev. Z/eac Morril. 

A topographical detcription of Sandis- 
Geld, with philofophical remarks and obfer- 
vations. By Dottor Fabex Helden. 

A bill of mortalicy, é&c. for Montague, for 
1787. By the Rev. Fudab Nap. 

A bill of mortality, &c. tor Fryburg, for 
1737. By the Rev. William Fefjenden. 

“Obfervations of the variation of the mag- 
netick needle, continued from the zit of 
Augutt to the 1 of Noveraber, 1737. By 


digphin Sswall, Eig. 





The Academy has a!fo been favoured with 
the following initances of generofity, viz. 

Parkinfon’s Journal of a voyage tothe 
South Seas ato. 7 

The works of John Fothergill, M. D. 
with fome account of his life, by John C. 
Littleton, M. D. gto. 

Memoirs of John Fothergill, M. D. by 
do@ox Littleton. Svo. 

Memceirs of the Medical Society of Lon- 
don, inftituted in the year 1783. Vol. sft, 
8yvo. 

The foregoing books prefented by Foba Cy 
Littleton, M. D. of London. 

An inguiry how to prevent the fmall pox. 
Svo. By John Haygarth, M.B. From the 
author. 

TraGs, Mathematical and Philofophical, 
gto. By Charles Hutton, L.L.D. From the 
aothor. 

His Excellency John Adams's Defence of 
the Conftitutions of government of the U- 
nited States of America, vol. 2d. $vo. From 
the author. 

A Plan, &c. of the county of Clare, in 
Treiand, in twelve fheets ; and a print of 
The Finding of Mojes. From Mr. Hemy 
Pelbam. 

From thiscatalogue it appears, that the 
members of the Academy, and other literary 
gentlemen, continue their labours for the 
promotion of fcience. Several of the mort 
difficult probleins in aftrumomy and geome- 
try, which have been objeéts of inve ‘tigation 
with the learned, for morethen two thou- 
fand years, have been folved. The phyfical 
inquiries have been puthed with fuccefs, and 

the attention beftowed on bills of mortality,. 
already thews the probability of life, ana 
confequentiy the value of life efates to be 







































































































































I A tee a ttm 





A 


340 


greater in this ~*untry than in any otherin 
the world. The. are objects of real import- 
ance ; and itis a pity that the funds of that 
learned body do not enable them more fre- 








RECENT 


N the day of the final decifion on 

the queftion of ratifying the Feds 
eral Conftitution, by our Convention, 
when the Hon. Mr. Turner rofe to make 
fome obfervations on the fubje&t, Dr. S. 
a delegate from a neighbouring town, 
whe voted in the minority, and who ex- 
petted the Hon. Gentleman would do 
fo too, whifpered to a worthy member in 
the pew with him, “* Now, Sir, you will 





quently to lay the refult of the labours and 
improvements of our couftrymen before the 
publick———-We fhould then appear as great 
im arts asin arms. 





ANECDOTE, 


bear the truth.” .When the Hon. Gen- 
tleman began to mention the dangers of 
reje&ting the Conftitution, the Doctor 
began to ftare ; but at the clofe of his 
fpeech, when he expreffed his determina- 
tion of voting in favour of it, the Doc- 
tor, rolling up his eyes, and raifing his 
hands, ejaculated, “* Help Lord, for the 
righteous man faileth—the faithful fail 
JSrom amoug the children of men.” 


aR SG 


N the year 1712 Mr. Whifton having cal- 
culated the return of a comet, which 
was £0 make its firit appearance on Wed- 
nefday the 14th of OGober, atfive minutes 
after 5in the morning, gave notice to the 
public accordingly, with thisterrifying ad- 
dition, that a total diilolution of the world 
was to take place onthe Friday following. 
"The reputation Mr. Whifton had long main- 
tained in England, both as a divine and a 
philofopher, lerg litth or no doubt with the 
popuiace of che truth of his predi¢tion. Se- 
weral jodicrous events now took places A 
number of perfons in and about London 
feized all the barges and boats they could lay 
hands on in the Thames, very rationally 
concluding, that when the conflagration 
took place, there would be the moft fafety 
on the water. A gentleman who had neg- 
le&ied famiiy prayer for better than five 
years, informed his wife that it was his de- 
termination to refume that laudable prattice 
the fame evening; but his wife having en- 
g2ged a ball at her houfe, perfuaded her 
huiband te put it off until chey faw whether 
the comet appeared or not-the South Sea 
frock immediately fell to § per cent. and the 
Jndia to 41 5 and the Captain of a Dutch hip 
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threw all his powder in the river, that the 
thip might not be endangered. 

The next morning, however, the comet 
appeared according to the prediction, and 
before noon the belief was univerfai that 
the day of judgment wasathand. About 
this time one hundred and twenty three 
clergymen were ferried over to Lambeth, it 
was faid, to petition that a fhort prayer 
might be penned and ordered, there being 
none in the church fervice on that occafion 
—three maids of honour burnt their collec- 
tions of novels and plays, and fent to a book- 
felier’s to buy each of them a did/e and Bif- 
hop Taylor's Holy Living and Dying—the 
run upon the bank was fo prodigious that all 
hands were employed from morning until 
night in difcounting notes and handing out 
fpecie—on Thurfday, confiderably more than 
feven thoufand kept miftrefles were legally 
married in the face of feveral congregrations 
---and, to crown the whole farce, fir Gilbert 
Heathcote, atthat time head direétor of the 
bank, iffued orders to all thé fire offices in 
Weftminifter and London, requiring them 
to keep a good lock cut, and bavea particular 


eye upon the Bank of England. 
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Summary of late Intelligence. 
(a A Ein lel he ate 





KINGSTON, ( Famaica) Dec. 15. 
Excrod ej a better dad 24th of Jaf month, 
from Mr, Regnaxt, a lawyer im the Mous- 
tain de Rocbclicis, in Hifpaniola. 

‘© In the night between the 21 and 2ad 
ink. a mot dreadful thunder cloud burt o- 
ver the matifion houfe at this place, with a 
tremendous report, and the lighting fell up- 
on the principle ratter ; one part of che elec- 
trick ».attes ran through the ridge pole, 
avricn luckily ferved as a conductor, by 
which means it and an angular poft of hard 


wood, which fapported it, were fhatrered to 
pieces, and above 00 iplinters were thrown 
t» (cveral yards dittance ; the other part of 
the electricke Aid havirg run along the raft- 
er, took oppofite direttions. ‘The thoek 


was fo yieleat thatthe whole mafs of this 


— 








great building tottered ; the walls adjoining 
the principal rafter were entirely thrown 
down to the very founcation in one heap ef 
rubbith. Mr. Hesasleny and I were then 
in bed, and our bed heads lay in the direc- 
tion or focus of the lightning ; with difficul- 
ty we made our efcape through thick fuffo- 
cating clouds of imoke; I was lightly 
fcorched down the back, while my fhirt and 
the gown I had on did not fuffer the leat 
vifible alteration, and he remained unhurt, 
though his bedftead was fhattered to pieces. 
But what was my altonifhment and joy! 
that moment a {parkling flame dathed a ba- 
fon out of my hands, and I perceived it luck- 
ily take a direction towards a box of can- 
dies, as it were in preference, inftead of a 


box conisining i2lbe of gunpowder; Theses 
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of thé cafidiées wére Carried and left on an 


adjoihing table three feet high, without the 
Jeaftdamage. The caufe of this deviation 
did not-appear to me at all furprifing, as I 
thought~it might be attributed to metalick 
earths which were then on the table, and 


| which the force of the lightning actualiy 


putinto a ftate of fufion. 

** An accident of fo alarming a rature, 
whichieshibited many ele¢trick p' enomena, 
cannot but accelerate the execution of a pro- 
je@tI had long formed, of possiong an elec- 
triek. bar of iron to my dwelling houfe; and 
I fiscerely with the inhabitants of this colo- 
ny may have noneed of like difatters to warn 
them to take timely advantage of the difcov- 
ery of conductors—a difcovery as intereft- 
ing to mankind, as neceffary in this cli- 
mate, fubje& to ftorms of thunder and light- 
ning for nine months in the year.” 

WILMINGTON, ( Delaware ) Feb. 27. 

it is with particalar pleafure we inform the 
publick, that his Exceilency the Prefident of 
this State, in order, in fome meature to eafe 
the people of the weight of taxes, has gener- 
Oufly given up to the publick the revenue of 
marriage and tavern licenfes which were an-~ 
nexed to his office, and fuppofed to produce 
feveral hundred pounds per annum. The 
falary, which his Excellency ftill retains, 
amounts to only two hundred pounds per 
annum. 

The General Affembly of Newyork, have 
granted 13001. as the Governour’s falary for 
the enfuing year. 

PHILADELPHIA, March 12. 
Extra& of a letter from St. George's, (Gree 
nada) Nov. 5. 

“¢. Tuefday laf the brig Aurora, Capt. 
Richard Gardiner, arrived here from Nor- 
folk in Virginia. On the pafiage three of 
the crew, headed by a foreigner naraed 

ohnfon, attempted to make them{elves 
matter of the vefiel, but were happily pre- 
vented by the vigilance and fpirit of the 
Captain and Mate, the former of whom was 
uncer the neceffity of firing at, and mortally 
wounded the ringleader, who was armed 
with a long knife in each hand and attempt- 
ed to ftab him. The other mutineers feeing 
their chief difabled, fubmitted and on their 
arrival here, were committed to goal.” 

The following is a ftate of the thread ma- 
nufaéture in Scotland laft year ; only it is to 
be obferved, that as it has been on the rife 
for fome years pat, the calculation is rather 
under than over the real account. ‘The 
number of machines employed is at leaft 
5000 ; 200 of which are employed in twining 
ounce threads, all of different fpecies, in- 
cluded under this denomination, and will 
confume, upon an average, 2400 fpindles of 
yarn each, which amounts to 480,900 fpin- 
dies. Four hundred and eighty thoufand 
f{pindles at 4s. 6d. when manufactured into 
p mr amount to 108,cool. fterl. There 
are 300 machines employed in twining, 
ftirching, or pound threads, white, coloured, 
and Ofnaburgh, whichiconfume each 20cc 
fpindles, which make €co,000 fpindles. Six 
hundred thoufand fpindles, at 3s. od. when 
manufaétured, is 112,000). fterl. Total va- 
jue 220,000]. Total fpindles 1,c8c,co0. 

This manufacture, iat performing all the 
various operations, from.the@pinning of the 
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flax to the finifhing of the thread, employs 
upwards of 20,cco women, befides four ox 
feve thoufand men. 

Circumftanced as this country is at pref- 
ent, a correfpondent queries, whether the a- 
bove account fhould not operate as a ftimu- 
lus to the citizens of America, to encourage 
and fupport the manufactures that this coun- 
try neceflarily requires ; and which may fo 
eafily be accompliihed, inftead of continuing 
in that indolent and ruinous mode of depend 
Ing upon a people, who, both at home and 
abroad, are ufing every endeavour to diftrefs 
and if — ruinus. The prefent low 
prices of provisions, and numerous poor, in- 
duftrious, unemployed women, in and about 
the large towns of the continent, would, if 
encouraged, by thofe whom providence has 
blefied with affluence, prevent large fums 
from being fent out of the country, and en- 
able dantiaie to fapport themfelves, who 
now are, or foon muft be, a charge to the 
community. 

NEWYORK, Maich 14. 

Fanaticifm is the growth of all ages and 
all places; of this the city of Berne, in 
Switzerland, not long fince afforded a ve- 
y tragical example. We relate iton the au- 
thority of an old correfpondent. 

A woman, whofe fon was named Ifaac, 
and whofe hufband, Abraham, conceived 
the prepofterous idea, that, for the expia- 
tion of her fins, there exifted an indifvenfa- 
ble obligation upon her to facrifice her fon. 
This facrifice the a€tualiy performed in her 
bed chamber, upon her jon, a boy of two 
years old, in the prefence of her hufband, 
whom the perfuaded that the was performing - 
a good and meritorious action. They were 
both apprehended and imprifoned, but, ex- 
cepting the circumftance of their religious 
fanaticifm, they did not either of them ap- 
pear at all difordered in their intelle@s, — 

A Correfpondent remarks, that the pre- 
fent conduét of the moft refpe@able perions 
in the oppofition to the new government in 
Peonfylvania muft be attended with the bet 
effets. They feem difpofed to acquieice in 
tke adoption of the Federal Conttirutioa 
fince the State Convention, the lait and the 
prefent Legiflature, and the Supreme Exe- 
cutive Council have all approved of it, and 
they fay that they now fee that any amend- 
ments which may be found neceflary can be 
provided for by the firtt Federal Legiflature, 
who will be the reprefentatives' of the fate 
governments in one branch, and of the peo- 
pie at large in the other. 

On Thurfday latt Mrs. Elizabeth Holt, 
relict of the late Mr. John Holt, Printer, to 
the State of Newyork, expired in this city, 
in the 6rft year of her age. 
ELIZABETHTOWN ( Nesjer. )March ¢. 

A company of men in the State of New- 
york, have, in violation of the Conftitu- 
tion, and to evade the exifting laws, taken 
aleate of the Mghawk Indians, for nine hun- 
dred and ninef¥ nine years, for 12,c00,coe 
acres of land, at the annual rent of 12601. 
The matter bas been canvafled befvre the 
Legiflature, who have deemed the pr 
iNteval, and the Leffees not intithed to any 
emolument accuring from it.They confi- 
derit to all intents and purpefes, a purchale 


cedure 


. : Laie & . £ . 
which their laws forbid. 
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HARTFORD, March 17. 

About ten days fince a large dog paffed 
through this town, andi was fuppofed, by 
thofe who noticed him to be mad, as he bit 
every creature that happened in his way--fe- 
veral of which have died, and the others 
have ail the fymptons of canine madnefs. 

LXE TER, March 21. 

We hear fron Amherit, that on the e-~ 

vening of the rgch infant, the Court Houfe 





in that town was fet on fire by fome incen- 


diary, and was entirely confumed. 
BOS TON, March 19. 

Laft Wednefday a pees woman of Cape 
Ann had been to Chebacco, felling fweet 
cakes, &c. and being in a tavern a little 
previous to her return, a man there, obferv- 
ang the had a few dollars, fat off before her, 
and laid in wait for her until the came to a 
lonely place, where, difguited with a mafk, 
#e attacked and robbed her—He drew a ra- 
gor flightly acrofs her throat, fo as to draw 
biood, but without doing her much injury. 
The man was tall, and had black hair; aad 
wore a blue coat. 

Sailed from Marblehead, laf Saturday, 
for the Grand Banks, a fleet of neariy 40 
{ail of fiihermen—Succcfs attend them. 

March 24. We tee! the highett fatisfac- 
tion in announcing to the publick, that ina 
Revenue Bill which paffed the Hon. Legif- 
ature on Saturday ijaft, the claufes in the 
As heretofore in force, laying a duty on 
ADVERTISEMENTS, Writs, Executions, 
and Deeds not regiftered in fix months, 
were repealed. Our fatisfaction on this e- 
vent, arifes from feeing the Hon. Legifla- 
ture, thus attentive to reiicve acla{s of citi- 
zens, on whom the law bore with a difpro- 
portionate weight, and from the liberality of 
the principles which dictated the meafure. 
Extra& of a letter from bis Excellency Gen. 

Waihington, to a gentleman in this town, 

dated Mount Vernon, February 29, 178. 

‘6 The candid and conciliatory behaviour 
of your minority, places them in a more fa- 
vourable point of view than the debates of 
the Convention gave room to expect, and 
fufficiently thews the good effects which 
were produced by a full and fair difcuffion 
of the fubje&. 

** The adoption of the Conftitution in 
Maffachufetts, will, I prefume, be greatly 
influential in obtaining a favourable deter- 
mination upon it in thefe States where the 
queition is yet to he agitated. 

‘* No perfon can, at this moment, pre- 
tend to fay, what will be its fate here; but 
from what { can colle&, 1 have no doubt of 
its being accepted.” 

Of electivneering in Newharmpéhire, the 
bat mails furnith us with the following litts 
ef votes: In Portimouth, for Pretident, 
Hon. John Langdon, 346; Pretident Sulli- 
van, 175 Judge Livermore, 1. In Amberf, 
Prefident Sullivan, 1069 5 Mr. Langdon, 

Hells, My. Lana sdon, 110. J tchfield, 
ie. Langdon, 184 Pretident Sullivan, 17. 
K enjfington, Preadent Sullivan, Jo + and 99 
éisided between eins. Barthes. Livermore 
aad Lang? We 

By 2 retvive ef the Genegal Court, on the 
petition of Jobe AMD’ Cleach, and others, che 
euty of 10 per centum ad valerum, on a)! 
Sad Ware, is repeales, 


WORCES'T.E BS 
We now learn that in addition to G 
Lincoln and General Warren, the Hon. Mare 
Samuel Adams is much talked of as Lieut+ 
enantgovernour for the enfuing year. 
The following Lifts of gentlemen for Sen~ 


ators for this county, have been handed to e@ | 


for publication + 


On the onc part, the Mon. Abel Wildes) 


Samue! Baker, Mofes Gill, Timothy Painty 
and Seth Wafhburne, Ejquires. 

Or the other part, Jonathan peng af 
Taylor, Samuel Wiilard, Timothy ¥ 
and Jotah Whitney, Efquires. { 

Another lift is as follows, vize Amoe Sia- 
gletary, Jonathan Grout, John Taylor, Qo- 
Jeb Curtifs, and John Fefienden, Eiquives. 

From the Bofton Gaxette. 

A correfpendent obferves, it muft aford 
the great fatisfation poflible, to every 
true friend to our Country, to find thet the 
general voice of the people, in and oat of 
town, are in favour of electing thofe two 
great Patriots of feventy five. His Exce!l- 
cellency Fobx Hancock for Governour, -ad 
the Hon. Samuel Adams Lieutenantgavern- 
our. Thefe gentlemen, when united in go- 
vernment, as they are in friendthip, wik be 
the men from whom we have notbieg to 
fear; for their grand object has ever been 
the freedom and independence of their feilow 
citizens ; and thatneither of them ever fought 
to make a purfe out of the people, every one 
muft acknowledge. 
cS . ARNING to Sheriffs, SeleSmen, and 

Towa Clerks. 

The following paragraphs are extratted 
from an a& patied by the General Court of 
this Commonwealth on the 18th inf. inti- 
tled ** An A@ to prevent neglect in Sher- 
iffs, Sele&tmen and Town Clerks refpeé&- 
ively, in not calilng and prefiding in Town 
Meetings, receiving and returning the votes 
for Governour, Lieutenantgovernour, Sena- 
tors and Counfellours, as is pointed out by 
the Conttitution of this Commmonwealth.”’ 

6° Be it enaGted, Gc. That the Sheriff 
of any country who thai! negleét or retufe 
to make feafonable return agreeable to the 
Conftitution, into the Secretary's office of 
this Commonwealth, of all fuch votes for 
Governour, Lieutenantgovernour, Sena- 
tors and Counfellors as he tha}! receive, or 
fhall otherwife neglect his duty in the pre- 
mifes, fhall for each and every offence for- 
feit and pay the fum of fifty pourds. 

6 And be it further enagted, Tha gach and 
every Selectman and ‘Town Clerk, who fhail 
negle& and refufe to do and perform the fev- 
eral duties required of them by the Conftitue 
tion, refpecting the choice of Governour, 
Lieutenantgovernour, Senators and Coun. 
fellors, and returning the votes for the fame, 
thall for each and every offence, forfeit and 
pav the fum of ten pounds.” 

DIED. |-In this town, Ifaac Bernard, 
Eiq; aged 86 ; he has left a widow with 
whom he hed lived in the married @Qate 62 
years.-At Stoneham, Mr. Daniel GoulJ, 
aged 100 years.—At Yarmouth, Enoch Hal, 
let, Etq; High Sheriff of the county ot Barn- 
ftable.—-At Botton, Mrs. Abigail Ridgway, 
aged 52 years.——-Mrs. Jane Dowie, aged 79. 
at Newport, Abraham Redwood. Eiy< 
Moctt:k ~gton, Mr. Dyre, ages 94. 
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